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to her the bishop of Canterbury and other of the
prelates, upon sight of whom she was much offended,
cholericly rating them, bidding them be packing, saying
she was no atheist, but knew full well they were hedge-
priests, and took it for an indignity that they should
speak to her. Now being given over by all, and at the
last gasp, keeping still her sense in everything and
giving ever when she spoke apt answers, though she
spake very seldom, having then a sore throat, she
desired to wash it, that she might answer more freely
to what the Council demanded; which was to know
whom she would have king; but they, seeing her throat
troubled her so much, desired her to hold up her finger
when they named whom liked her. Whereupon they
named the king of France, the king of Scotland, at
which she never stirred. They named my lord
Beauchamp,1 whereto she said, * I will have no rascal's
son in my seat, but one worthy to be a king/ Here-
upon instantly she died/' (March 23, afternoon.)

It is certain, however, that she lived several hours
after this characteristic outburst. Carey says that at
six o'clock in the evening he went into her room with
the Archbishop; that, though speechless, she showed by
signs that she followed his prayers, and twice desired
him to remain when he was going away. She died in
the early hours of Thursday, March 24.

There have been many greater statesmen than
Elizabeth. She was far from being an admirable type
of womanhood. She does not, in my opinion, stand
first even among female sovereigns, for I should put

i Son of Catherine Grey by the Earl of Hertford. "Rascal'* at
that time meant a person of low birth.